
Heritage Open Weekend at Chatterley Whitfield 2016.......... 

When did it all start..........? 

Well in April as Secretary I got an email from English Heritage reminding organisations, groups etc of 
the forth coming Heritage Open Days from Thursday 8th September 2016 to Sunday 11th September 
2016. 

The Friends of Chatterley Whitfield took a bold decision and decided to make the Chatterley 
Whitfield site available to the public on two days this year instead of the one day which had been 
done in previous years.  The reasoning behind this was in 2015 we organised ten tours catering for 
250 people.  To be honest it was frantic with the small group of guides being kept busy all day.  So in 
2016 the thoughts were to do two days, Saturday and Sunday, reduce the number of tours to six per 
day but still cater for 240 people.  This would take the pressure off the guides and allow visitors 
more time on site after the tours.  We would have flexibility.  There we a lot of unknowns, would the 
people come, could we get volunteers for both days and would the City Council agree to it.  

Decision was made - Open two days, so the event was registered before the first of May with 
Heritage Open Days and almost immediately requests were being received for tickets.   In previous 
years Stoke on Trent City Council had organised the booking system but due to cut backs they could 
not help this year.  So we organised everything ourselves and used the excellent web site Eventbrite.  
Once you have sorted out the tour times, Eventbrite does the rest with people using that site to 
book places..... 

In addition to Eventbrite we used our well established website and Facebook to promote the event 
and from April onwards Facebook was particularly busy with requests regarding the open days.  The 
Eventbrite website went 'live' on the first of August and within twelve hours all 240 places for the 
tours were allocated and when the booking closed at the end of August there was a big waiting list. 

So with six weeks to go before the open days, it looked as if we, 'The Friends' were going to get a 
good turn out, but like every event there were a few issues which may had a massive effect on the 
event even going ahead.  The one thing we could not predict was the weather, heavy rain and most 
importantly wind speeds over thirty miles per hour. ( Wind speed indicator on site ).  The other 
factor was would the City Council allow the visit - Health and Safety........  

As we are all aware the Chatterley Whitfield site closed in1992 and little or no money has been 
spent on the site, so every year it becomes a challenge to see if it is safe enough to allow members 
of the public access.   'The Friends' have formed a very good working relationship with Alan Smith, 
Programme Manager, Directorate of Place, Growth and Prosperity.  Working in liaison with his team 
and especially Stephanie Burkinshaw we able to establish a safe route around the site and gain 
access to a few buildings.  A comprehensive report was compiled by Stephanie and on the run up to 
the event weekend, we kept in contact.  THE EVENT WAS GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT......... 
 
On the weeks leading up to the event Facebook played a major part, with people posting requests 
for tour places and also in the days before the weekend informing us of any cancellations.  With  the 
use of Eventbrite we were able to reallocate tour places off the reserve list.  We also used Facebook 
and Eventbrite to update people on the weather forecast, with daily reports on the Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Another big plus for Facebook was were able to let our members know what was 
happening and ask for volunteers.  This also generated interest from ex miners, who were asked to 
come long and help as well. 
 



 In the week running upto to the Heritage Weekend 'The Friends' were kept busy on site, arranging 
displays in the Deployment Centre and adopting the recommendations made by the Council 
regarding access to the some of the building and clearing some areas of the safe route. 
 
The Weekend arrived........... 
Arriving on site, 'The Friends' welcomed all the volunteers, both regulars and newcomers and 
following a briefing at nine in the morning we were ready for the first tour starting at ten.  This was 
going to be lead by Jim Worgan, and due to last about ninety minutes, but knowing Jim  you never 
know, once he gets going. 
The tour this year started in the Enterprise Centre (Tour reception and registration) before heading 
into the Lamp House.  After that walk past the remains of the Boiler House before going into the 
Area Shaft Building.   Then onto what could be described as the 'working area' of the former mine, 
the pit heads, starting at the Winstanley and heading  west towards the Hesketh, via the 1986 
Winding House, Institute and Platt shafts.  We were very lucky again this year to be allowed access 
to the rear of the Hesketh complex, which enabled visitors to seen the tub halls and a view down the 
remains of the sidings........ 
The tour ended in the Deployment Centre, part of the pit head baths.  In the Deployment Centre 
'The Friends' had put on a display of artefacts, maps and books. 
Tour one done, only another five more to do on the Saturday and the six more on the Sunday.   
We managed to conduct the tours with three tours guides who were supported by members of 'The 
Friends of Chatterley Whitfield' and volunteers. 
 
The weather was kind to us - The weekend was a great success...... We had a total of 214 visitors, 
some from as far as London, signed up 14 new members and made new contacts.  Positive feedback 
from the visitors, hundreds of photographs taken and respective websites and Facebook 
updated........ 
 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who made it possible....... 
 
Plans already in hand for 2017........  
 
Web site links: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ChatterleyWhitfield/ 
 
https://blog.mechanicallandscapes.com/2016/09/26/460-chatterley-whitfield-revisited-1/ 
 
https://blog.mechanicallandscapes.com/2016/09/29/461-chatterley-whitfield-revisited-2/ 
 
Nigel Bowers 
 
Secretary 
 



 
The Hesketh looking at the tub hall and the sidings...... 

Inside the Lamp House - 



 
 
Area  Shaft Building  



 
 
The Hesketh Complex 

 



 
Haulage Winder relocated during the Museum Days 1986 to 1993. 



 
 
Tour making it's way towards the Institute and Platt shafts- Heapsteads

 
The iconic Pit Head Baths - No access allowed now - But low level building to left- Deployment 
Centre used by 'The Friends'.(Storage of artefacts, maps, books etc) 

 


