Friends of Chatterley Whitfield
www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk.

Winter 2018 Newsletter
'ONWARDS AND UPWARDS'

WELCOME .................................
Another year gone ............

In this Newsletter>>..
Building 29B Update
Charitable Status Update
Digitization Update
Annual General Meeting
Projects for 2019 and Beyond
Grant Update
Access to Site - Visits
Editor's View.....

WHAT A YEAR !
As we reflect on the past year - What have we been doing at Chatterley Whitfield.......?

Contact Details;
www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk
www.facebook.com/ChatterleyWhitfield
www.twitter.com/chatt_whit

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
COMMITTEE MEETING

January started off so well with us getting access to building 29B.
We managed to get all our equipment into the building and
then.....it flooded !!!!!
Big SETBACK - But we managed to save a lot of the documents
and the council repaired the pipes and we got new ceilings and
carpets in the offices......... Then we had to have the floor screeded
in what turned out to be one of the coldest days of the year. Recipe
for disaster. Yes you guessed it. Did not work and we were left
we patches breaking up and dust from the screed everywhere.
Eventually the floor got done and with the help of Sid we got some
carpet tiles, which our Chair laid with the help of Sid.
So around June/July things started to look up and the New Resource
Centre started taking shape.
We were getting ready for our Heritage Open Weekends in
September......
We also hosted a council lead meeting on the future of the site....
Still awaiting report on the outcomes.
The Thursday Club continues to meet and the work of the
digitization team continues......
Looking forward to 2019......

SATURDAY 12TH JANUARY 2019
10AM
RESOURCE CENTRE
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BUILDING 29B - The New Resource Centre Update.........
Throughout the year we have the support off Anthony Williamson, from Stoke on Trent City Council, who
managed to 'push forward' the move from the Deployment Centre to Building 29B. Things have not exactly
happened overnight as we appreciate that we are dealing with the council. However we must recognise without
Anthony's help the floor would not have got done, we would not have had extra electrics and most importantly
unlimited access to the old Deployment Centre.
So you can surmise from the above, we are very much in the hands of the council re the building, as it is owned
by them and we are only tenants. But as tenants what can we do.....WELL........
It has been transformed from this to .............................This is less than 12 months but we have not finished yet

We have created zones within the building which have been reported on in previous newsletters BUT we are doing
more. We need more heating other than the supply of radiators supplied by the City Council, quotes have been put in,
a look at insulating the ceiling and most importantly looking at making the building more accessible to the community.

What have our Digitisation Team been up to ?

With money secured from the grant scheme from the City Council the 'Team have continued to scan in access of
6,500 photographs, but still have a vast amount of 35mm negatives and glass plate negatives to go through. They are
also in the process of going through collections which have been donated during the year. In most recent months
Lloyd and Michael have been squirreling away in the old Deployment Centre starting to archive the maps. They are
finding maps rolled up inside maps, so looks as if we may have a collection well in excess of 600 maps waiting to be
archived....
The team are also looking at how to store and make the work they are doing more accessible to the public......
SO WATCH THIS SPACE !

CHARITABLE STATUS UPDATE

The application has been submitted but there is a delay, administration issues at the
Charitable Status Office, so we are still waiting.......
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018

Minutes have been circulated couple of changes to the committee.....
Treasurer now Isabel (Izzy) Newsome
Membership now Barry (Baz) Ashley.
Onwards and Upwards into 2019 and Beyond

PROJECTS 2019

What a year 2018 has been, but can 2019 be
even better ???????
Work continues on the Resource Centre, looking
at improving the heating, having the roof
insulated, installing CCTV etc....
BUT what else is planned.
Our Chair wants to look at developing the
compound area between buildings 29B and 30
and the Secretary thought of incorporating a
memorial garden.
Also looking at starting the Video interviews,
recording the stories from miners etc from the
past.

We also want to open the Resource Centre more often and offer the
facilities to the community.
CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE ?

Grant Scheme - Fund UPDATE
At the of 2017 and in 2018 under a scheme they had recently launched - Community Investment Fund. we
applied and were successful in getting two grants. Grant 1 for £ 9,435.00 based on Digitization was
awarded and we still have £2,792.00 available still which enable us to look at internet access, digital storage
etc.
Grant 2 of £ 17,520.00based on building improvement was awarded and we asked for £5,000.00 to be
released by the City Council. We have spent £2,100.00 on additional electrical sockets in build ing 29B. It is
a three year project and have £12,520.00 yet unspent, but allocated.
Grant 3 for £10,650.00 was submitted just before Christmas to cover work on the compound and New
Memorial Garden....Awaiting approval.
CAN YO THINK OF ANY MORE FUNDING SCHEMES AVAILABLE TO US ?
3

WEB SITE : www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk FACEBOOK : www.facebook.com/ChatterleyWhitfield

ACCESS TO THE SITE.....!
At the end of 2017 our unsupervised access to the site was taken off us as
the City Council took the decision to install CCTV and remove the
security staff.
This has not been a good move for the 'Friends', nor the council officers
we work with. It took until October to find out why we had to have a
'Permit to Access' for the site and supervision by a council officer. IT
WAS AN INSURANCE ISSUE !
Despite this restriction we work closely with the council (Anthony &
Steph) and have managed to get access on site other than on Heritage
Open Days.
HOW does this effect requests for visits........?
We regularly get request for visits, students,
photographers, photographic clubs, and of courses
television companies.
There is a cost for the council supervision roughly £100.00
for three hours, The Friends offer their services for
nothing.....
However when other council departments get involved the
price goes up and the Friends have no idea what is
happening. We are not consulted.

This has happened recently with a request from the BBC. So we contacted the leader of the council Ann
James and hopefully in the future the various departments may talk to us more.....
WE WILL SEE WHAT HAPPENS.....................................!!!!!!!

Editors View.........
As the year comes to a close, we 'The Friends' are looking towards 2019 as another year of progress. No
doubt we will get bogged down with council red tape, but we do have a good working relationship with
them and we can work together to get the desired end result.
The site itself continues to deteriorate and it is very frustrating when we are not in a good position to
monitor the site like we used to.
We will keep you all updated on the Charitable Status, Grant applications and any progress on the future of
the site.
We the 'Friends' appreciate all the work done by the volunteers, both the things you can see and the activities
behind the scenes. The 'positive' progress throughout 2018 could not have been possible without your
continued support, financially through membership donations and 'hands on help'..... There are so many
members and supporters we would like to specially thank, but I would be typing well into the New Year.
ONCE AGAIN A BIG THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT
Nigel Bowers

1.
2.
3.
4.
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CHATTERLEY WHITFIELD FRIENDS
PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE
OUR AIMS........
To promote the site through the Friends website
To work in close co-operation with the City Council in the regeneration of the site
To accompany visitors to the site at the request of Stoke City Council
To catalogue and digitise (where necessary) the archives in the Deployment Centre
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You never know what our members get upto.........
Well if you go onto the website of Biddulph Historical Society, you will find two of our members Jim Worgan and Lloyd
Boardman. Here is an extract from the website of what they did......
The Centenary of the Minnie Pit Disaster - 15th October 2018
The October meeting of the Society was held on Monday the 15th of October 2018 when the speakers were Messrs.
Lloyd Boardman and Jim Worgan with a talk about the tragic loss of life in “The Minnie Pit Disaster” of January 12th,
1918.
Mr. Boardman explained that the talk was prepared for the Centenary of the Minnie Pit Disaster by Mr. Boardman, Mr.
John Burston, Mr. Worgan and Mr. Andy Bennett (Curator of the Apedale Heritage Centre). Mr. Bennett also brought a
display of photographs and mining equipment to the meeting, including a miner’s lamp which when lit gave off the
minimum of illumination, being an eerie reminder of the conditions to be found underground in the North Staffordshire
coalfield.
The presentation started with Mr. Worgan who outlined the early history of the Minnie Pit and then Mr. Boardman used
a series of slides to illustrate the mining methods and working conditions in the mine at the time of the disaster. This is
an excellent talk describing the conditions and bravery of the Staffordshire Coal Miners. As Mr. Worgan said: “A
Staffordshire Pit Man can work in any mine in the world, they are intelligent and resilient men.”
Saturday the 12th January, 1918: The Minnie Pit near Halmer End, Staffordshire.
“News of the Battle of Passchendaele, which had reached its third phase on the 6th November, 1917, had filtered
through to the people of the small mining village. Its name was to become synonymous to the British nation with the
mud, blood, horror and terrible human loss of trench warfare. The British Expeditionary Force which included
Canadian, Australian and New Zealand troops had sustained over 275,000 casualties. The weather turned miserably
cold and the troops on the Western Front waited for the spring when the German armies would begin their final push.

[Photograph: Minnie Pit] “Early on this cold snowy Saturday morning about 250 miners prepared to descend the
Minnie Pit. The Friday night shift had returned to their homes and Ernest Jones [aged 43] the overman who was
responsible for the Saturday morning shift was talking to Charles Plant [aged 35]. Charles was a responsible for
looking after all the different kinds of ropes used in a colliery. The most important of these were the winding ropes that
pulled the cages up and down the shaft, and those for underground haulage, which dragged the tubs along
underground. Ernest and Charles knew their wives would be preparing an annual old folks’ party in the Primitive
Methodist schoolroom.
“When Thomas Sherratt [aged 65] who was the ostler or horse fettler got to the foot of the shaft he prepared the
ponies for their working day. The ponies wouldn’t get a break from their work until the summer holiday. Fred Tipper
[aged 47] was one of six firemen on duty, a pit deputy who holds a certificate to fire shots, and he joined Bernard
Holland [aged 23] who was a loader, who load coal into the tubs, and they joined the other colliers as they walked
toward the Podmore shaft which due to the local geology was up to 2 in 1 slope. After half a mile they all turned left
towards the districts where the coal was being worked, which were still a good mile away.
“James Johnson and Albert Kirkham were both aged 14 and with William Kesteven [aged 15] worked in Haulage.
They and their friends were happy enough, it was pay-day, a short shift, football in the afternoon, and last but not
least, the prospect of a long and restful weekend. As they walked along they would peel off from the main group and
station themselves next to the doors which separated all the shafts. They performed an important job in controlling the
flow of air pulled up the Podmore shaft with Minnie Pit acting as the down shaft. The fan at Podmore could pull 60,000
cu. ft. of air from the pit but the pit was large and there had always been problems with firedamp - was this flow
enough? Some of young men continued with the colliers as they would be pulling the tubs of coal at the coal face.
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“After another half mile some of the miners said goodbye as they turned right to another part of the Bullhurst Seam.
Fred Tipper spoke briefly to fellow fireman Charles Greatbatch who was working the “Rearers.” There were two
principal pits, the Minnie and Podmore Hall and situated at Miles Green, an older shaft, which though nearly a mile
from the colliery was connected to the Minnie and Podmore by a labyrinth of underground workings. Sunk in 1830 its
official name was “The Bullhurst Rearers” but it was known locally as the “Bursted Onion,” a place where the seams
were folded to such an extent that they were at 80° and ”rears“ abruptly back to the surface, through a mass of strata.
“The majority continued on, joined by Daniel Jones [aged 26] was a roadman who ensure that the track for the tubs
was maintained and George Bailey [aged 51] who was a shifter, who repaired the horse-ways and other passages in
the mine, and kept them free from obstructions. Alfred [aged 27] and Frank [aged 16] Comes were both masons and
they went to the end of the colliery with the rest of the miners to a system of ‘pillar and stall’ workings in 4 districts
almost under Halmer End. The miners were cutting coal from the sides of the pillars on this shift and perhaps creating
more coal dust in the roadways than usual.
“Some 600 tons of excellent coal reached the Minnie pit bottom. Strong and imposing pitch-pine headgear stood
astride the shaft, while an extensive platform surrounding the pithead, which came level with the Audley branch of the
North Staffordshire Railway.”
All the men mentioned, but one, in this imagined diary entry would die in the explosion.

[Photograph : Podmore Colliery] Colliery manager, Joseph Smith, was the intermediary between the owners, ‘The
Midland Coal, Coke, and Iron Co. Ltd’ and the miners, he was in his office in the shadow of the Podmore headgears.
At around 9.45 a.m. hearing shouts from surface workers he looked through his office window. Smoke, soot and dust
peppered with sparks were issuing from the Podmore shaft and the fan chimney and coiling upwards into the sky to
form a black acrid canopy over the colliery. An explosion had occurred.
Smith immediately contacted the fan attendant, who informed him that the ventilation process had been reversed for
some minutes. They tried to contact Enos Daniels [aged 38] a pump man who operated, repaired and look after
pumps used in pumping water but there was no reply.
Simultaneously frantic phone calls from the Minnie pit bottom declared that the haulage lads wanted to ascend the
shaft. They had been alarmed by a tremor that had shaken their working places, followed by a cloud of dust, soot and
small coal.
He immediately ordered his under manager, C. H. Weaver, to descend the shaft to investigate, while he himself
remained on the surface to marshal his rescue teams, medical units, to isolate the colliery and to notify the owners.
Weaver found the pit bottom more horrifying than he had anticipated. There was utter confusion. No one seemed to
know what had happened. No one gave orders. Everything was coated with thick oily black dust. It clogged nostrils
affected breathing and made the eyes smart. An experienced mining official, Weaver knew the signs, a methane gas
explosion had taken place. He was about to proceed further when out of the smoke and gloom emerged a grimy Frank
Halfpenny, who was carrying a badly injured boy. Both Weaver and Halfpenny agreed that a big explosion had
occurred beyond the Banbury dip and fully trained men wearing breathing apparatus could only accomplish that
rescue work. Sections of the dip had collapsed, ventilation doors had been smashed and men were lying dead in the
darkness. There was also a lot of poisonous gas in the air.
The first rescue team to go into the pit was the Minnie’s own brigade. They were told to repair the broken doors so that
air could circulate again and allow a full-scale rescue operation to be mounted. The team returned to the surface after
an hour, bringing with them about a dozen survivors who were joyfully received by relatives. The captain of the rescue
team reported that the explosion had “ripped the guts out of the Banbury and Bullhurst seams”.
He was pessimistic about finding many more survivors and distressing scenes soon followed at the pithead as the first
body, that of a 16-year-old boy, was brought to the surface around 1.30 p.m. Even then, however, a colliery fireman
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named Charles Greatbatch was leading a party of 47 men and boys to safety up the steep grades of the Bullhurst
Rearers towards the old “Bursted Onion” drift and safety.
As the black smoke continued to hang over the pithead there were heart-rending scenes among the families waiting in
the terribly cold weather to learn the fate of loves ones, some no more than lads. Eleven miners were killed when the
explosion took place at the pit in Halmer End, near Audley, with a further 144 perishing because of carbon monoxide
poisoning. The final death toll included 20 boys aged 14; 13 aged 15; and, 11 aged 16. On the Monday morning, the
Minnie Pit claimed yet another victim when the captain of the Birchenwood Colliery rescue team, Hugh Doorbar, lost
his life tragically through faulty breathing apparatus.

A week after the explosion it was believed that 127 bodies still remained
to be recovered. By the end of February the methane in the pit was so
bad that operations were suspended because of fears of another
explosion. In January and February 1918 funerals became almost an
everyday occurrence in Halmer End and surrounding villages.
[Photograph: Monument at Halmer End Methodist Chapel]
Sixty-one victims were buried in this period immediately after the tragedy.
It was not until halfway through the following year that the grim job of
recovering all the dead was completed. The last body was brought to the
surface on August 19, 1919, 20 months after the disaster. On August 31,
1919, a memorial service held in the churchyard at Audley was attended
by a congregation of 3,000.

Investigation: A formal investigation of the causes and circumstances of the disaster was launched under section 83
of the Coal Mines Act 1911. You can read part of the report here.
Minnie Pit Casualties: A list of casualties can be found here.
Minnie Pit Casualties by Trade:

The disaster placed a huge strain on the mining community at Halmer End and its neighbouring villages because their
livelihoods depended on the colliery and it related industries. With the First World War entering its fourth year, many
families had now lost men at home and on the Western Front. The Miners Federation of Great Britain established a
relief fund, 6s. and 3d. a week were collected from miners and boys at other pits around the country. Financial
assistance came from other relief efforts and the Podmore Company paid out compensation to bereaved families.
Nevertheless, many families were forced into poverty due to loss of their main wage earners.
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In April 1930, the Minnie Pit along with the Podmore Hall Colliery closed at the start of the Great Depression. The
company also shut down its foundry, railway and iron-making plant.
“Victims of the Minnie Pit Disaster 1918” Produced by the Audley Family History Society. A tribute to the miners
who lost their lives in the Minnie Pit disaster in Halmer End.

The book contains information on every
victim and their immediate families, giving
dates of birth, marriage and death, along
with details of the occupations of the
miners in the pit, recovery of bodies and
burials. The information has been extracted
from parish registers, census records,
electoral registers, birth, marriage and
death indexes, newspapers, the Minnie Pit
Disaster Official Report and Sentinel
Minnie Pit Relief Fund documents.
Photographs of more than 90 of the victims
are included along with photographs of
memorials in local churchyards and
cemeteries, and copies of various
documents relating to many of the victims.
[Book size A4, 187 pages.]

Then a few of us gathered for a Christmas do.......

SEE YOU ALL IN 2019
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