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www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk  

www.facebook.com/ChatterleyWhitfield  
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Chatterley Whitfield  Friends  

www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk. 

Heritage Open Day Weekend 201 8  

 
 

WELCOME to Chatterley Whitfield Friends Heritage Open Days Newsletter 2018   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are still very active and continue to meet on a regular basis every Thursday morning.  A big 

THANK YOU to all our members, old and new, supporters, volunteers and other agency workers who 

have made 2014 a good year.  We have attracted new members, developed the web site in conjunction 

with the Facebook page and have continued to work closely with the City Council. 

 

 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS  

This year we have again decided to open the site up on 

two weekends and have five tours per day.  This will give 

the guides more time on site and also give people the 

opportunity after the tour to look at some of the work, 

especially archiving the 'Friends' have been doing in our 

new Resource Centre. 

We are looking at the following tour start times: 

 10.00 - 11.00 - 12.00 - 13.00 - 14.00  

. 

  
 

. 

WHAT HAPPENS ON HERITAGE OPEN DAY?  

 
¶ Print your ticket off  or have it available on 

your mobile  

¶ On arrival at Chatterley Whitfield and 

after parking u p if travelling by car make 

your way to the  Enterprise Centre to book 

in for your tour.  

¶ Your Tour Guide will give you a Health and 

Safety Briefing before your tour 

commences. 

¶ The Tour will take about 90 minutes, all 

above ground on a designated Safe Route, 

which includes access to a few buildings.  
 

REMEMBER TO WEAR SUITABLE  FOOTW EAR 

The Chatterley Whitfield Colliery site is 
acknowledged to be the most comprehensive 
survival of a deep mine site in England, with a range 
of surviving structures and buildings unequalled in 
any other former or surviving coalf ield site in Great 
Britain. It is not usually open to the public, however 
this year we have been given the opportunity to open 
on two weekends. The Chatterley Whitfield Friends 
will have access to the restricted site and will be 
your guides and stewards. 
  
Sorry but no underground tours.   

 

 

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th September 2018 

& 

Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th September 

2018 

5 tours each day 



2                     WEB SITE : www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk FACEBOOK : www.facebook.com/ChatterleyWhitfield 

 

 
 
 

 

   

We will endeavour to contact you (via email) if the event is cancelled. It would be advisable to check the 

weather forecast for North Staffordshire and if it is poor be prepared for the event to be cancelled.  

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION..........  
 
CWF Colliery tour 201 8 
 
Whilst on the site please be aware of your own and other peoples safety .   

 
- Trip Hazards = Vegetation / debris and entry to some of the buildings (Steps) 

 
- Viewing Hazards = Lighting sources will be made available inside building 32 (Middle pit winding house)  

 
- Structural Hazards = óOut of Boundsô areas will be cordoned off to prevent access. Fencing has been 

erected to prevent close proximity to restricted buildings.  
 

- Hazardous Materials  = The site is a haven for wildlife and is the home for a large number of pigeons.  This 
has resulted in areas on the site which have guano present. DO NOT TOUCH ! 
 

- IN CASE OF FIRE = An alarm will be sounded and the designated RV Point will be the BUILDING 29B.  
 
 

  

 DIRECTIONS: Off A527 Biddulph Road at roundabout between Fegg Hayes (Chell) & 
Brindley Ford. Parking available on site. Satnav - ST6 8UW - LOOK FOR THE HERITAGE 
OPEN DAY FLAGS AND BANNERS AT THE ROUNDABOUT.........  

¶ Only children aged 7 years and over allowed on site.  

¶ Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  

¶ The site has uneven ground and steps so we regret 
that there is no disabled access.  

¶ Due to the nature of the site - sturdy footwear (no 
open-toed footwear) must be worn at all times. 

¶ Suitable clothing should also be worn  

 

We reserve the right to refuse admission, alter or 
cancel the event without notice.  

 

Please be aware that the event may be 

cancelled if there is heavy rain or wind 

speeds on the site that exceed 20 mph. 

There will be regular email updates in 

the week prior to the event.... 
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Remember we have a  

WEB SITE :  

www.chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have seen BIG changes. Access to the site has become 
more restrictive with Stoke on Trent City council erecting CCTV.  
However in January 2018 they have given 'The Friends' access to a 
building just outside the perimeter of the site. 'The Friends' have 
transformed the empty shell into a Resource Centre.. 
 
What are we thinking of displaying: 

¶ How to become a member 

¶ A look at archiving 

¶ Mines Rescue 

¶ Miners lamps and Mining Memorabilia 

¶ Restoring Maps 

¶ Chatterley 1914 - 1918 
 
Not to mention, Teas, Coffee, and a chance to chat etc 
 

Chatterley Whitfield Friends  

The Chatterley Whitfield Friends are a group of volunteers who have 
been given permission by The City of Stoke on Trent City Council to 
access the colliery and former museum. The main aims of  The 
Chatterley Whitfield Friends are to preserve the heritage of the site.  
The site closed as a museum in 1993 and since that date members of 
the public have not been allowed access. However every year the 
site is made available to members of the public via English Heritage, 
Stoke on Trent City Council and the Chatterley Whitfield Friends.  By 
working closely with the City Council there has been a designated 
safe route authorised around the site.  This allows visitors to see 
some of the buildings close up, enter a few buildings and see what 
the site is like today.  Remember to use your imagination to 'days 
gone by' when it was a working pit.  
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP ......2018/2019 

 

You can become a member on line 

now......via PAY PAL 

 

ONLY £5.00 A YEAR 

 

We would like to use the internet more 

to keep you informed about what is 

happening. 

 

Oh nearly forgot....... 

Email Nigel Bowers, at: 
membership@chatterleywhitfieldfriends.org.uk 
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THE ROUTE AROUND CHATTERLEY WHITFIELD 

 

 

. 

 
 
 

 

                                                        
 

 

DESIGNATED ROUTE AROUND THE SITE 'SAFE ROUTE'  

 

On arrival at Chatterley Whitfield there will be 

ample signage showing you where to park and then 

directing you to the Enterprise Centre where you 

need to book in.  In the centre there will be light  

refreshments for sale , numerous mining related 

displays and toilet facilities.  

When your tour time is called make your way to the 

front of the Enterprise Centre. where we start the 

tour.  Following a Health and Safety briefing we 

make our way to our newl y acquired  Building where 

you will be given safety  hats to wear. Then on site 

following t he safe route which  was agreed during a 

site inspection for a Heritage Open Day event a few 

years ago and is regularly inspected.  

On entering the site we make our way  to the Pit 

Head  Baths/Canteen (No Access) / Deployment Centre 

where we will have a few maps on display.  We the n 

make our way into the Lamp House.  

After a visit to the Lamp House we pass the boiler 

house into the Old Weigh Bridge and then to Area 

Shaft bui lding .  We then head past the Old Power 

House towards the  northern side elevation of the 

Winstanley  via the Methane Plant.  

We then walk e ast passing the Old Power House, 

Middle Pit, Engine Pit, into the newest building on 

site where there is an undergroun d winder.  Then 

onto Institute and Platt Heapsteads , with access 

between the two structures .  Then onto the Hesketh 

where t his year we have been given  a concession , 

weather permitting to get closer to the Hesketh ,  

before emerging onto the tarmac area at th e side of 

the Hesketh Winding House and Power Room.  

We then have access through gate 3 which takes us 

through a fenced off zone to the east  of the 

Hesketh, but this is only primarily used on 

Heritage Open Days.  

We then leave the site and let you explore o ur new 

facility -  Building 29B.  

 

That should be about ninety minutes....... So back 

to the Enterprise Centre for a brew, ch at and look 

at some more exhibits......  

 

More information on the site is available on the 

below link.   

 

http://chatterleywhitfieldfri ends.org.uk/siteplan/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 'Friends' are on the Internet............. 
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Who Can Visit Chatterley Whitfield ?  

 
There are Health and Safety issues and access to the buildings is not possible, but we still use the designated 
SAFE route as outlined in the Heritage Open Day Risk Assessment. 
 
On 18.2.2016 we were visited by Emma, who is a student from Edinburgh University. She kindly sent us some 
photographs she took on site during the visit......  Here is some of her work......... 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHATTERLEY WHITFIELD FRIENDS  

PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE 

 

1. To promote the site through the Friends website 

2. To work in close co-operation with the City Council  in the regeneration of the site 

3. To accompany visitors to the site at the request of Stoke City Council 

4. To catalogue and digitise (where necessary) the archives in the Deployment Centre 

 

   


